Case Report Template 1

INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

Case Reports

CASE REPORTS (Fewer than 2000 words) 

We receive a large number of case reports and typically accept those of exceptional teaching value.  

DEFINITION:  Articles reporting a small number of patients (typically 1-5) patients with: (1) a diagnostic dilemma; (2) an unusual manifestation of disease processes; (3) an unusual treatment challenge; (4) an unanticipated early failure or complications of some treatment.  We typically do not accept cases in which two entities are associated since conditions may occur coincidentally, rather than causally.  Authors must include a comprehensive literature review if a rare event.
·  Must contain Introduction, Case Report, and Discussion. The Introduction should include the need and rationale for the new technique.  

· Must use text TEMPLATE for guide:  (see below).

Authorship
We believe it important to document the adequate participation of all authors in at least three major elements of a study and report; the number of authors will generally relate to the scope of the project.  For case reports we request no more than 4 authors. In all cases, however, multiple contributions of each author must be documented in our required form addressing copyright transfer, authorship, and conflicts of interest. 
TITLE PAGE

This page must include the following:

·  Title (containing fewer than 80 characters including spaces)

·  Running title (containing fewer than 40 characters including spaces)

· Author name(s) and final degree(s) 
· The affiliation(s), and address(es), and e-mail addresses of all author(s)

· A statement of the location where the work was performed (only if authors from multiple institutions)

· Word Count (Introduction through Discussion):  Limit manuscript to fewer than 2000 words.

· The Corresponding Author name and e-mail address (must be same as Corresponding Author in Editorial Manager).

Abstract: Your Abstract must be structured with the following four sections and contain fewer than 250 words.

· Background  

· Case Description  

· Literature Review  

· Clinical Relevance  
Introduction (maximum of 500 words)
· All manuscripts must contain an Introduction, typically three paragraphs. 

· We suggest one paragraph of background (citing but not amplifying relevant literature), one or two of rationale, and a final paragraph only stating the purposes of the report.
Case Report (maximum of 250 words for each case)
· Describe the history, physical examination, laboratory tests and imaging, treatment, and followup of each case.
Discussion (maximum of 1000 words)
· Begin with a restatement of the novelty of the case or cases.  
· Compare and contrast your case or cases with those in the literature; when relatively few cases have been reported, provide a table comparing the key findings or outcomes.  
· End with a summary of the literature.
· Acknowledgments

Note any nonfinancial acknowledgments.  Begin with, “We thank…” and note the nature of the contribution.
References

· Ensure your references are complete and in alphabetical order and proper format (modified AMA style - please see our published instructions on our Website).  
· Please limit the number of relevant references to 10 or less. 

· In-text citations should appear before commas and periods and located in a sentence immediately after the point they are documenting.
· Legends

· Provide brief legends to include the major point.  
· Figure legends should be written in complete sentences.  

· Please limit the number of figures to 8 or less.  

· Illustrations with multiple figures (eg, 1A, 1B, 1C) must be labeled "A," "B," and "C" in the lower left hand corner.  Each illustration requires a separate legend.  

· Figures should be uploaded and separately labeled in Editorial Manager.
· Color illustrations may be used for surgical photographs, photomicrographs, complex graphics; black and white should be used for other illustrations.
